= Safety

General Safety:

« Secure furniture and large items that could fall during an earthquake or get pulled or knocked down by a child such as
bookshelves, dressers, and the water heater.

« Secure things that are hanging or mounted on the walls like art and photos, the television, and large items on shelves.

« Secure arearugs and floor coverings to prevent tripping hazards.

Fire Safety:

« Make sure you have working smoke and carbon monoxide detectors. Contact VIFR and/or MIH to help you install or
replace smoke detectors for free.
« Ensure you have a functioning fire extinguisher and know how to use it.

Electrical Safety:

« Make sure that your electrical panel is easily accessible.
« Check electrical cords and outlets.
o Avoid overloading outlets, use power strips if more outlet space is required.
o Avoid connecting multiple extension cords together. Don’t connect power strips to other power strips.
o Avoid dangling cords. Secure cords to walls and floors with cord clips, cord covers, or tape. Wrap extra cord length
into a neat and secure bundle.

In the Kitchen:

« Make sure you have an ABC fire extinguisher safely stored and easy to access in your kitchen.
o Learn two other ways to extinguish a cooking fire: keep a pan lid close when cooking, keep baking soda or flour
nearby.
« Keep household chemicals and cleaners securely stored and out of reach of children and pets. Avoid overcrowding in
the storage area, ensure proper labels for products, and never mix chemicals or cleaners.
« Ensure sharp knives and appliances are secured.

In the Living Room or Family Room:

« Be aware of potential fire hazards. Is there a fireplace? Does anyone in the household light candles? Does anyone
smoke? Are lamps and heaters a safe distance from curtains and other loose fabric?

In the Bedroom:

« Ensure that exits are clear. Secure large furniture or items that could fall and block your exit.
« Heat sources should be set on timers and away from items that could catch fire.

In the Laundry or Utility Room:

« Keep lint traps clear and functional. Check that the vent hose is kept clear as well.
« Secure large appliances with straps.
« Safely store cleaners and chemicals.

In the Garage, Shed, Attic, or Storage Space:

« Chemicals and hazardous materials, such as oils and gasoline,
should be safely stored, tightly sealed, and clearly labeled. Keep
the area clear of debris and keep all items out of reach of children.

o Store used oily or greasy rags in a sealed metal container.
o Properly dispose of unused chemicals and fuels.
« Ensure that shelves and other furniture are secured in place.

« Maintain walkways and make sure tools are accessible if needed. 2 O 6 4 6 3 24 o 5
« Follow manufacturers safety guidelines when using and storing ~ =

power tools.

Schedule a free home safety assessment
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